
What: Next Regular Meeting of PSPCS 

Where: Des Moines Masonic Temple, 2208 S. 223rd St. ( Take Midway exit off I-5 … go to first stop light west of Pacific 

Hwy. South … Turn right until 223rd...turn west (left).  Just west of the fire station. 

When: Second Thursday of the month. Next meeting September 20, 2012 from 7:00 until 9:00 pm (doors open at 6:00 pm) 

Why : To share and enjoy the company of others who are interested in collecting everything photographic.  

Meeting Agenda: A short business meeting, show and tell, Program: Bring your summer photographic finds, Auction 

(one item lot per member please), and the door prize. 

Club Meeting Activities 

The June meeting of the Puget Sound Photographic Collectors Society came to order at 7:00 pm. There were 20 members and 

1 guest in attendance. The minutes were approved . Treasurer reported that we had money in the bank. 

 

Announcements:  

The current editor will be quitting at the end of June. This is for real!!!! 

 

What: Large Camera Collection Sale    

When: Sunday, September 23, 2012, 11:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Where: Kelly’s house 

18722 SE Lake Youngs Rd  

Renton, WA 98058  

Why: Bob Kelly and Gary Sivertsen have purchased a large camera collection and are having a sale for PSPCS members on 

September 23, 2012.  Several thousand cameras and photographic related items will be available.  The one day sale is open to 

PSPCS members.  Questions call Bob Kelly at 425-432-3884 

 

 

V o l u m e  X X X I V   N 0 . 1  September 6, 2012 

34 Great Years 

PUGET SOUND PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTORS SOCIETY, INC 

Welcome to the PSPCS’s 34
th

 Great Year 

A lot has changed in the years since our group started.  You don’t have to drive around the country to find that next 

gem for your collection.  You just log on to eBay or another online auction site with your smart phone, tablet or com-

puter.  You do miss out on those long drives seeing our country and visiting a small town thrift store or talking with that 

interesting antique dealer and getting the ‘history’ lesson of the item or of the area.   

This is your society and is only as great as its members.  We have made many pleas for someone to come forth to be 

editor of our newsletter.  The writing of the newsletter can be a collaboration effort with the Editor putting it together 

and publishing it on Harold’s wiki.  You all have stories to tell or information to share.  In this age of electronic info 

sharing everyone can contribute something.  The use of the Drop box application can help to gather everyone’s input to 

articles. It is simple as opening the file and adding your “two cents” or “dropping” an article into the Drop box. 

There are not many photographic societies left in the area.  There used to be a half a dozen camera show or swaps in the 

Pacific Northwest now there are only a couple.  So it is up to our members to step up and help out.  I hate to see this 

Bellows be the last.  

tel:425-432-3884
Valued Customer
Sticky Note
THIRD THURSDAY



Club Business: 
Old Business:  
Xmas Party: Maxine worked with the caterer for the coordination of the Christmas party. 
Party will be December 20th, starting at 6:30 Maxine will book the Xmas Party for 40 guests, but we would always like 
to see more members attend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
New Business: NO BELLOWS after SEPT, if no New Editor steps forward to put the information together for  
 e-mailing by Harold. 

 http://fastglass.wikispaces.com/Bellows   

Earn That Camera: 

No camera to talk abut this month 

 

Show and Tell : 
Maxxine: related about eclipses, from up north,  (some thing about clear and sunny) and Walt saw it from Seaside thru 
welder Glass  
Mike Langley: TDC stereo  (BH) 
John C: XK Minolta,  Rental penta prism.  Minolta answer to Nikon.  42 years of Minolta Hand-out compiled by John. 
Note: Shirley commented the grade of the presentation the John C did. 
Gary S: "Ed Olson" saw a picture of Mr. Imia, taken some time ago. Gary made CD 8mm to CD 
Merle and Gary: told of new rules, and 10% fee's.    
New rules require categories that are hard to fit our needs, with warning from EBay your item may get pulled, if miss 
categorized 
Vic” Olympus Camedia (Polaroid type) 
Walt: Sparta flash, 120 film, Bakelite camera, mirror 500 mm Nikon, Nikon 105mm, and Minolta 2.8 35mm lenses 

Program: Bring something Red, White, and / or Blue cameras. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Darrel W: Speaker phone , blue super 8 Technicolor 
Stan: Novelty camera 
Stu: Blue Argus and  r/w/b/ disposable camera   
John Sparrow:  Revere I matic 127 film white camera, White Can-camera, Red Federal camera, Cigarette Pack cam-
era, Book Camera, and Blue Argus camera 
Mike Immel: Nikon Blue &white camera,  Red Kodak Book with Black and white images, red & White light meter,  & 
Cannon Red/White/Blue camera. 
Vic: Red cannon Sure shot (4 sale) 
Gary: Black/Red/White roller base 
 

Up Coming Programs:  

September Program: What did you find over the summer 

http://fastglass.wikispaces.com/PSPCS+Camera+Show


From: PhotoCentral  E-Photo Newsletter   Issue 193   7/11/2012 (Used with permission) Copyright ©1999-2012 I Photo Central, LLC.  

ISENBURG 19TH-CENTURY PHOTO COLLECTION, RICH IN RARE CAMERAS AND DAGS, 

SOLD TO ARCHIVE OF MODERN CONFLICT FOR $15 MILLION 
By Alex Novak 
 

The Matthew Isenburg photography collection, which was made up of what is considered to be the most important collection of American daguerre-

otypes in private hands, rare early cameras, an important library and ephemera collection, and other photographs and photographica, has been pur-

chased for a reported $15 million in what is probably the highest priced single private sale of 19th-century photography and related material. Despite 

that staggering dollar figure, the collection could easily be valued at a considerably higher amount considering its contents. The parties asked me to 

hold the story, which we had detected about two months ago. 

The purchaser was the Archive of Modern Conflict (AMC). Daguerreian dealer Greg French, a long-time daguerreotype dealer and supplier of some 

of the material in the collection, broker the deal. 

The packing and shipping of the collection took a crew of anywhere from five to nine people--five full weeks to complete, and a cherry picker had to 

be rented in order to remove the over eight-foot-wide carved American eagle and other objects from the third floor museum. 

The task of unpacking, cataloging and photographing every item has begun in Toronto, and is being carried out by AMC's newly-appointed curators 

of the collection, Jill Offenbeck and Amanda Shear, both of Toronto. The AMC’s chief photography buyer in North America, Neil MacDonald, also 

from Toronto, was instrumental in convincing AMC that the Isenburg Collection was essential to their vision. Toronto native and Daguerreian Soci-

ety President Mike Robinson has been recently appointed as AMC's Director of Education and Research Programs and will oversee the organization 

and cataloging of the collection. 

With offices in both London, England and Toronto, AMC's collection of well over three million images contains primarily vernacular photographs 

that tell mankind's forgotten stories through the personal albums and images created and preserved by the common man; an un-bandaged reality, 

rarely seen, and too often discarded by ensuing generations. 

Images of 20th century conflict, war, political unrest, social revolution, cultural traditions, etc. were AMC's primary focus when they began collect-

ing in the 1990s, but that soon expanded to include 19th-century images as well as manuscripts and objects. The addition of the Isenburg Collection, 

adds a formidable dimension to AMC's holdings, much as the Gernsheim Collection added early photo-history to the Harry Ransom Center. 

One of the primary focuses of the Isenburg collection is its daguerreotypes. There is even a book on the Isenburg collection, "American Daguerreo-

types from the Matthew R. Isenburg Collection" by Richard S. Field and Robin Jaffee Frank. The book was published by the Yale University Art 

Gallery in 1989. Some of the daguerreotype rarities include: 

--A full-plate dag by John Plumbe of the U.S. Capitol Building under construction. 

--Numerous gold-mining daguerreotypes. 

--Probably the most important collection of Southworth & Hawes daguerreotypes in private hands, including many full plates. 

--Numerous occupational daguerreotypes. And much more. 

The collection also contains very rare early cameras, camera outfits, daguerreotype cases of all types, and photographic supplies and equipment. 

There are over two dozen daguerreotype cameras (the most ever assembled by any collector or institution), over three dozen wet plate cameras and a 

large volume of equipment. Other cameras range from tiny spy cameras to stereo cameras. Manuscripts, magazines, broadsides and books of the 

period add to the collection. And early photographic ephemera is the final category that fleshes out the non-photograph holdings. 

Isenburg has often said, "I paid premium prices for best of breed, best in class." The 85-year-old Isenburg has owned numerous Ford auto dealer-

ships in the past, whose success afforded him the opportunity to collect. He isn't just a collector though; he's a photo historian who's always been 

more interested in piecing together the story behind an object or image, than he is about just owning something. He's a photographic compendium 

who's spent the last 50 years seeking out history through photography. 

In the third floor museum (now empty) in his home, a priceless daguerreotype would be displayed next to a tattered receipt and a handwritten letter 

or diary because they relate to one another and tell a compelling story. He owned the posing chair from America's premier daguerreotypists, South-

worth and Hawes of Boston, in addition to the largest collection of Southworth and Hawes full-plate daguerreotypes (over 40) in private hands. 

Along with the chair, many other Southworth and Hawes items--from family photos and letters, to paintings, bills of sale, a partnership agreement, 

advertisements and ephemera--help to reveal the story of what it was like to be a photographer in the 1850s. 

Below is a more complete synopsis of Isenburg's collection, in his own words. 

"The Isenburg Collection covers the first four decades of photo-history in a unique way. As much ephemera and three-dimensional objects are 

shown concerning the culture of that period - as on its photo-history. Though mostly American, there are some Canadian highlights as well as Eng-

lish, French and German. The collection is very strong in images that show the history of photography. Only three half-plate daguerreotypes of the 

U. S. Capitol are known: one at the Library of Congress and the other at the Getty Museum with the third now at AMC, as well as the only known 

daguerreotype of the south face of the White House. Hundreds of letters written in California during the Gold Rush and diaries written by those who 

travelled by wagon--accompany the largest collection of Gold Rush daguerreotypes, ambrotypes and paper prints formerly in private hands includ-

ing an 1851 panoramic daguerreotype of San Francisco showing the deserted ships in the harbor as well as a stereo daguerreotype of Portsmouth 

Square by Robert Vance. The ephemera collection of that time and place is large beyond imagination. The runs of 19th century trade magazines and 

assorted newspapers are fabulous. Clipper ship cards, gold rush jewelry, stereoviews, diaries, letter sheets, rare lithographs and even rarer paintings 

depicting life in California abound. Even late-19th-century California cabinet cards make their presence felt. 



The Southworth and Hawes collection has rare letters that give us a true glimpse beyond the common perception surrounding the two partners 

as well as their partnership agreement. Even the posing chair so prominent in many Southworth & Hawes daguerreotypes as well as Nancy 

Southworth Hawes oil painting in its original frame, and her daguerreotype taken next to the painting still exist. The only four full-plate stereo 

pairs (in private hands) as viewed in The Grand Parlor Stereoscope are part of this section of the collection which ends with a daguerreotype of 

J. J. Hawes as a very old man pulling the string on a drop shutter to take his own final self portrait. 

"The library of early photography books and periodicals is one of the best in the country. Beside trade catalogues, "how to" books, weekly or 

twice monthly trade magazines, It includes illustrated weeklies with woodcuts galore from daguerreotypes. And let's not forget the Eagle. Al-

most an eight and a half foot wingspan polychrome Eagle clutching a whole plate daguerreotype of the Warren Light Guard of Worcester, Mas-

sachusetts which lost four soldiers trying to quell the Baltimore riots in the first official engagement of the American Civil War. Also now in 

Toronto are the two documented earliest daguerreotypes taken in New York City, one of City Hall and the other showing the 1849 paving of 

Broadway, and they are in 3D! 

"The CDV (carte-de-visite) collection is one of the finest ever assembled, much of it emphasizing the history of photography. Tintypes on pho-

to history abound, as well as an amazing collection of stereoviews concerning photo history. The largest display of broadsides from 1841 to the 

1860s is another major specialty. Early photos of famous photographers and famous photographers’ business cards are also part of the History 

of Photography collection. The rarest thermoplastic and MOP (mother of pearl) cases accompany an over three-hundred-piece case collection 

including both versions of the Henry Clay case and the obverse steel mold used to make one of them. 

"There is no other early American camera collection that has the depth that the hardware collection exhibits, from the earliest complete Ameri-

can outfit (featured in an article in Antiques Magazine, September 1932, and displayed at the 1933 and 1939 World’s Fairs), accompanied by 

more than two dozen daguerreotype cameras and more than thirty wet-plate cameras. Over a dozen of these early cameras are complete outfits 

including the developing equipment - plus all the equipment, chemicals and labeled bottles and original boxes in which many of these items 

shipped from the supplier, and last but not least, dozens of invoices describing and itemizing their cost at that time. 

"The collection of items directly related to Daguerre include: a 19th century bronze bust of Daguerre by Kaan, the four 19th century first gener-

ation copy-portraits of Daguerre including the crystalotype by Whipple, the CDV by Meade, the woodburytype in the 1881 Yearbook of Pho-

tography and the heliograph by Dujardin. There are many original 1839 Daguerre manuals in both French and English, and Daguerre’s image 

on everything from a cigar band to postage stamps, cigarette cards and dozens of advertisements that used his image and story as a hook to get 

attention, and finally letters written and signed by Daguerre himself." 

Auction: Lot 1, and Lot 2, $10.00 total to Club, McKewon’s book not sold, 4 x 5 tank & holders  not sold, view master   
not sold. 

Door prize: Walt, a camera lighter 

 

Please provide your E-mail address to pspcsociety@gmail.com. 

This is also the mailbox to send any information that anyone would like to place in the newsletter as well as (Suggestions, 

program suggestions, articles, collection photos, etc.)   THANKS! 

What was PSPCS doing back then …. By Michael Immel 

20 years ago – September 1992 – The first Fall camera show of the season happened in Portland at the Sam Jackson Ar-

mory – the 4th annual Fall Camera Swap & Sale.  Our interclub swap date was announced – November 7th – at Kent Com-

mons (this was a free show to members).    

10 years ago – September 2002 – The Inter-Club Swap gathering is scheduled for Oct 19 (no club meeting in October).  

Siggi’s scheduled November show was on the 9th. We were looking for people to sign up for the 23rd show committee.  The 

2nd Annual Photographic Swap Meet by the Pacific Northwest Photographic Society was announced for October 26th. It 

was held at the Kitsap County Fairgrounds.  The 15th Portland Fall Camera Swap Meet was to be November 9th at the 

Washington County Fairplex next to the Hillsboro airport.     

If you want to know more about our history, check out the Bellows archives on Harold Beyea’s  PSPCS’s  

Wiki: http://fastglass.wikispaces.com/Bellows+Archives 

The Bellows Newsletter is published 10 times per year by the Puget Sound Photographic Collectors Society, Inc.  

  

Information for The Bellows should be sent to Walter Hughson, 2840 32nd Ave. West, Seattle, WA. 98199 (206) 284-9541.  

Web communications at pspcsociety@gmail.com.  

The PSPCS internet address is http://www.pspcs.org. 

Dues are $20.00 per year and should be sent to Treasurer Shirley Sparrow, 300 Pease Road, Cle Elum, WA. 98922.  

(509) 674-1916, sesparrow9@msn.com  

http://fastglass.wikispaces.com/Bellows+Archives
mailto:pspcsociety@gmail.com
http://www.pspcs.org/
mailto:sesparrow9@msn.com

